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There is a mythology of
how private wealth is
created.

Race, Wealth and the Commons
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The Commons Sector:
Source of Wealth
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The commons is the
gifts of nature, plus the
gifts of society that we
share and inherit
together.
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The story of “wealth
creation” in the U.S.
needs to be revisited
through a commons
perspective.
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Anyone with substantial
wealth has gotten a
lot of help from the
commons.
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Rep. Cohen’s Apology for Slavery Resolution
+%/<-(5# 124C'%55/.4# >9%;%

12-%4D# :-25%# )2//%495# 24

+()-.%3#W24%"_5#!22*#24#+Sd_5

3.59# )./<.(C4# .<<%.'%&# (4# 9-%

+.')-eM<'(3#"@AD#-.5#(49'2&,)%&

W?#B%5?#FGOD#.#B%523,9(24#XM<2327

C(T(4C#A2'#9-%#%453.;%/%49#.4&#'.7

)(.3#5%C'%C.9(24#2A#MA'().47#M/%'(7

).45?Y##N49'2&,)%&#24#̀ %!?#JR#:(9-

fH#2'(C(4.3#)275<2452'5D#(9#42:#-.5

RJ# )275<2452'5# .4&# -.5# !%%4# '%7

A%''%&#92#9-%#c,&()(.'"#12//?#A2'

/.'*,<?#@-%#X8-%'%.5Y#)3.,5%5#.'%

9',3"#%32E,%49#.4&#)2/<'%-%45(;%D

.4&#9-%#3.59#2A#9-%#9-'%%#XB%523;%&5Y

'%.&5#X@-.9#9-%#W2,5%#2A#B%<'%5%47

9.9(;%5#%U<'%55%5#(95#)2//(9/%49#92

'%)9(A"#9-%#3(4C%'(4C#)245%E,%4)%5#2A

9-%# /(5&%%&5# )2//(99%&# .C.(459

MA'().47M/%'().45# ,4&%'# 53.;%'"

.4&#c(/#1'2:#.4&#92#592<#9-%#2)7

),''%4)%#2A#-,/.4#'(C-95#;(23.9(245

(4#9-%#A,9,'%?Y#̀ ,'9-%'#(4A?#(5#.;.(37

.!3%#A'2/#c./%5#].'*D#B%<?#12-%4_5

S%C(53.9(;%# M559?D# JKJeJJL7fJHLD

c./%5?].'*o/.(3?-2,5%?C2;?



1%234)+$'/556 7 ",?$*(2'@'A%B$ 7 8,#9':;<'=,9'> 7 U

We need to find ways to
protect the commons—
and use its bounty for
the common good, not
the privileged few.
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Socially-Created
Wealth Captured
by Corporations
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